
Appendix A 

 
Kenton County Schools 

Redesigning Our High Schools into Four Schools of Study (Small Learning 
Communities) 

 

In 2007, Kenton County will begin a career-intensive program in Dixie Heights 
High School, Scott High School, and Simon Kenton High School and J.D. Patton Area 
Technology Center.  Each school is currently working to create career pathways that 
relate to the career clusters by creating four distinctive Schools of Study, based on the 
work of John Holland (Holland Model), as follows: The School of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM); The School of Visual/Performing Arts and Media 
(VPAM); The School of Business and Information Technology (BIT); and The School 
of Law, Education, Health and Human Services (LEHHS).  

The exploration of potentially satisfying occupations within a particular School 
of Study will give each student a better understanding of several career options. 
Students need to understand that most people have multiple satisfying career choices.  
These programs of study are designed to meet requirements for graduation and prepare 
students for postsecondary education and the world of work. This sequence of courses 
leading to employment in an occupational field and/or further education is referred to as 
a career pathway. 

The School of Study approach is useful in providing guidance counseling and 
assisting students in setting goals for high school graduation and further education.  
These pathways through Schools should not limit choices since students can change from 
one School to another during high school.  We believe the areas of study in each School 
will provide opportunity for dual enrollment and the earning of postsecondary credits 
while still in high school.  Articulation agreements exist among our high schools, 
Gateway Community and Technical College and Northern Kentucky University so that 
students can earn college credit.  Our students enrolled at J.D. Patton Area Technology 
Center also earn college credit while still in high school.   

High school staff members as well as community leaders will be critical to the 
development and implementation of the ideas presented above.  It will be important that 
they are part of the work as we move forward with this process.  Areas to consider on 
how to involve staff members and community leaders include: 

• Being involved in the initial visioning needed to develop a state of the art 
School of Study Model (Smaller Learning Communities) at each school; 

• Being involved in the development of four unique Schools of Study at 
Dixie Heights High School, Scott High School, and Simon Kenton High 
School and J.D. Patton Area Technology Center; 

• Being involved in supporting the development of rigorous and relevant 
classroom activities within the Schools of Study; 

• Being involved in the development and implementation of rigorous and 
relevant learning experiences in the community and work place; 

• Being involved in the ongoing assessment and refinement of the School of 
Study models at each high school. 

 



Appendix A 

Freshmen Academy 

Each of our high schools is developing a Freshmen School or Academy 
carefully designed with very intentional activities that begin in the spring of the 8t h  

grade year to transition students to high school. Students will be scheduled into courses 
sharing a common set of teachers to create a team approach in setting goals to help all 
students be successful. There will be continued exploration of careers as students will 
explore the four Schools of Study and choose a particular School of Study in the spring 
of their freshman year that supports their individual graduation plan and a career 
pathway matching their career interests. 

Each student schedule will emphasize one of the four Schools of Study during 
the sophomore year. As students are exposed to new experiences and new learning, they 
will have an opportunity each year, at the time they schedule their classes for the 
following year, to select a different School of Study as their career interests may change. 
In doing so, they will not be penalized as all Schools of Study offer rigorous coursework 
and help students to meet graduation requirements.  Most students worry about making 
sure that their occupational choice is right for them. They also want to be sure that they 
have not overlooked a more desirable occupation. No person or assessment tool can 
provide this perfect assurance. In working with students, the goal is to provide ideas and 
guidance to reduce unwanted outcomes and risk, but there will always be some risk and 
possibly some undesirable outcomes. It is important for students to learn as much as they 
can about themselves and the occupational world. Students will consider a program of 
study and develop an individual graduation plan that matches their interests, talents, and 
possible future career choices. 

High school students need to make careful and wise decisions about course 
selections to provide them with the type of knowledge and skills needed to pursue a 
particular occupation or career choice.  Future options depend upon intentional planning.   

 


